PERCY
GRAINGER

WIND BAND FESTIVAL

C H I C A G O
APRIL 3-4, 2020

T

he 11th annual Percy Grainger Wind Band Festival will feature four outstanding wind ensembles conducting standalone performances of Percy
Grainger literature in an afternoon matinée performance in Chicago’s Historic Orchestra Hall at Symphony Center on April 4, 2020. In addition to the
performance, each ensemble will have a private clinic with Frank Ticheli.
All band selections are made through Music Celebrations, and every effort
will be made to ensure that each ensemble’s program will not overlap onto
one another.
Ensembles will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve, rolling basis. Early
applicants are given preference and priority.

ORCHESTRA HALL
AT SYMPHONY CENTER

For nearly the first fourteen years of its history, the Chicago Orchestra
performed at the Auditorium Theatre (completed in 1889). Orchestra
Hall—the long-standing dream of Theodore Thomas—was designed
by CSO trustee and Chicago architect Daniel H. Burnham and
completed in 1904, at a cost of $750,000. The dedicatory concert,
led by Thomas, was held on December 14 of that year.
Orchestra Hall has been host for a variety of performances and presentations since its dedication in 1904. During its first fifty years,
Orchestra Hall was the regular home of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra as well as the Apollo Musical Club, the Mendelssohn Club
of Chicago, the Chicago Business Men’s Symphony, the Commonwealth Edison Orchestra, and the Marshall Field Choral Society.
Mayors Richard M. Daley, Jr. and Harold Washington both were
inaugurated during ceremonies held at Orchestra Hall. In addition,
the Hall has hosted countless lectures (including Amelia Earhart,
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Martin Luther King, Jr.); movies; commencement ceremonies; billiards tournaments, religious services; suffrage
and other political rallies; and visiting orchestras, choruses, and
dance companies from all over the world.

SAMPLE ITINERARY
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020
•
•
•
•
•

Arrive in Chicago, where you will meet your Tour Manager who
will be with you each day during your tour
Take a motorcoach city tour of Historic Downtown and the Loop
Check-in to the hotel
Dinner at a local restaurant
Return to the hotel for overnight

FRIDAY, APRIL 3
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at Corner Bakery
Visit a museum (choose one: Museum of Science and Industry,
Art Institute of Chicago, Adler Planetarium, Shedd Aquarium,
Field Museum of Natural History)
Lunch, on own
Participate in a clinic with Frank Ticheli
Dinner at a local restaurant
Evening tour of the John Hancock Building, including a visit to
360 Chicago (includes TILT admission)
Return to the hotel for overnight

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at Corner Bakery
Participate in a sound check and rehearsal in Orchestra Hall at
Symphony Center
Walking tour of Millennium Park, including stops at AT&T Plaza,
Cloud Gate (“The Bean”), Crown Fountain, Lurie Garden, and
the Jay Pritzker Pavilion
Lunch, on own
Percy Grainger Wind Band Festival Performance in Orchestra
Hall at Symphony Center
Dinner at a local restaurant
Free time to spend at the Navy Pier attractions
Return to the hotel for overnight

SUNDAY, APRIL 5
•
•
•
•

Breakfast at Corner Bakery
Hotel check-out
Time for sightseeing and shopping, as time permits
Afternoon departure for home

ABOUT

PERCY GRAINGER

P

ercy Aldridge Grainger was born in Brighton, Australia, and is
best remembered as a pianist of great skill and a composer of
many memorable tunes for piano.
The arrangement and compositional skills shown in his settings of
many folk songs collected by him, as well as his original works for
wind ensembles, are still considered pinnacles of achievement.
Grainger composed literature for winds - especially with an
emphasis on the saxophone. He wrote a series of “Hillsongs,”
arranged many Scottish folk songs, and perhaps is best known for
his wind band masterpiece, Lincolnshire Posy – which is based on a
collection of folksongs Grainger collected in Lincolnshire, England.
Grainger would often compose his music purposely out of tune or time
in order to recreate the effect of the inaccurate and imprecise folksongs.
In his own program notes about Lincolnshire Posy, Grainger wrote:

“In setting Molly on the Shore, I strove to imbue the accompanying parts that made up the harmonic texture with a melodic
character not too unlike that of the underlying reel tune.
Melody seems to me to provide music with initiative; whereas
rhythm appears to me to exert an enslaving influence. For
that reason I have tried to avoid regular rhythmic domination in my music - always excepting irregular rhythms, such
as those of Gregorian Chant, which seem to me to make for
freedom. Equally with melody, I prize discordant harmony,
because of the emotional and compassionate sway it exerts.”
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FRANK TICHELI
Frank Ticheli's music has been described as being "optimistic and thoughtful"
Mallory
Thompson
director
of bands, professor
music,"brilliantly
coordinator
of the
(Los Angeles
Times), is
"lean
and muscular"
(New YorkofTimes),
effecconducting
and"powerful,
holds thedeeply
John W.
Music at flair
Northwesttive"
(Miamiprogram,
Herald) and
feltBeattie
craftedChair
with of
impressive
and
ern
University.
In
2003
she
was
named
a
Charles
Deering
McCormick
Professor
an ear for striking instrumental colors" (South Florida Sun-Sentinel). Ticheli of
Teaching
Excellence.
As theof
third
in the
university’s
history toThornton
hold the di(b. 1958) joined
the faculty
the person
University
of Southern
California's
rector
of
bands
position,
Dr.
Thompson
conducts
the
Symphonic
Wind
Ensemble,
School of Music in 1991, where he is Professor of Composition. From 1991
to
teaches
undergraduate
and
graduate
conducting,
and
administers
all
aspects
of
1998, Ticheli was Composer in Residence of the Pacific Symphony.
the band program. Thompson has recorded five albums with the Northwestern
University
Symphonic
Wind
Ensemble
on the Summit
Records
label.
Frank Ticheli's
orchestral
works
have received
considerable
recognition
in the

Charlie Grosso

U.S. and Europe. Orchestral performances have come from the Philadelphia
Dr.
Thompson
received
the Bachelor
Music Education
and Master
of MuOrchestra,
Atlanta
Symphony,
DetroitofSymphony,
Dallasdegree
Symphony,
American
sic
degree
in
conducting
from
Northwestern
University,
where
she
studied
conComposers Orchestra, the radio orchestras of Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Saarbrueckducting
with John
Paynter
and trumpet
with
Vincent Cichowicz.
She received
en,
and Austria,
andP.the
orchestras
of Austin,
Bridgeport,
Charlotte, Colorado,
the
Doctor
of
Musical
Arts
degree
in
conducting
from
the
Eastman
School
of Music,
Haddonfield, Harrisburg, Hong Kong, Jacksonville, Lansing, Long Island, Louiswhere
she
studied
with
Donald
Hunsberger.
ville, Lubbock, Memphis, Nashville, Omaha, Phoenix, Portland, Richmond, San

Antonio, San Jose, Wichita Falls, and others.
Dr. Thompson maintains an active schedule as guest conductor, conducting teacher, Ticheli
and guest
lecturer
throughout
the
United
States
Canada.
Shehave
has become
had the standards
privilege ofinteaching
conducting
to thouis well known for his works for concert
band,and
many
of which
the repertoire.
In addition
sands
of
undergraduate
students,
graduate
students,
and
professional
educators.
Dr.
Thompson
has
served
as
a
conductor
to composing, he has appeared as guest conductor of his music at Carnegie Hall, at many American universities and or
clinician
the College
Band
Directors
National
Association
regional
and national
conventions,
theShanghai,
Midwest Clinic,
theand
Intermusic at
festivals,
and in
cities
throughout
the world,
including
Schladming
(Austria),
Beijing and
London
lochen
Arts
Academy,
the
International
Trombone
Association,
the
International
Trumpet
Guild,
the
American
Bandmasters
Manchester, Singapore, Rome, Sydney, and numerous cities in Japan.
Association, numerous state music conventions, and the Aspen Music Festival. In addition to conducting all-state ensembles
throughout
the is
United
States, of
she
has had
engagements
as American
guest conductor
with
the and
United
States
Force
Frank Ticheli
the recipient
a 2012
"Artsprofessional
and Letters Award"
from the
Academy
of Arts
Letters,
hisAir
third
Band,
the
United
States
Army
Band
“Pershing’s
Own,”
the
United
States
Army
Field
Band,
the
United
States
Coast
Guard
award from that prestigious organization. His Symphony No. 2 was named winner of the 2006 NBA/William D. Revelli
Band,
the United
Navy Band,
the West
Band,
the Dallas
WindBeeler
Symphony,
Symphony
Silicon
Valley,
the Detroit
Memorial
BandStates
Composition
Contest.
OtherPoint
awards
include
the Walter
Memorial
Prize and
First Prize
awards
in
Chamber
Winds
and
Strings,
Monarch
Brass
Ensemble,
and
Banda
Sinfónica
in
São
Paulo,
Brazil.
Her
professional
affiliations
the Texas Sesquicentennial Orchestral Composition Competition, Britten-on-the-Bay Choral Composition Contest,
and
include
Pi Kappa
the College
Virginia
CBDNALambda,
Symposium
for NewBand
BandDirectors
Music. National Association, and the American Bandmasters Association.
Dr.Ticheli
Thompson
is especially
proudhonorary
of her 48membership
graduate conducting
and the "bestowed
hundreds oftooutstanding
Wind
was awarded
national
to Phi Mustudents
Alpha Sinfonia,
individuals Symphonic
who have sigEnsemble
members
with to
whom
she has
theinjoy
of making
Northwestern.
She treasures
her relationship
with the
nificantly
contributed
the cause
of had
music
America,"
andmusic
the A.atAustin
Harding Award
by the American
School Band
Wildcat
Marching
Band
and
is
honored
to
preserve
and
grow
Northwestern’s
legacy.
Directors Association, "given to individuals who have made exceptional contributions to the school band movement in
America." At USC, he has received the Virginia Ramo Award for excellence in teaching, and the Dean's Award for Professional Achievement.

Frank Ticheli received his doctoral and masters degrees in composition from The University of Michigan. His works are
published by Manhattan Beach, Southern, Hinshaw, and Encore Music, and are recorded on the labels of Albany, Chandos, Clarion, Equilibrium, Klavier, Koch International, Mark, Naxos, and Reference.
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